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members took part. Great regret was expressed that it was
necessary to cutsalaries already too low and to increase the income-
tax. The Senate's commission having likewise approved the Bill,
the full Senate adopted it on November 5, the Act being promul-
gated on November 8 by the President.
Five decrees were immediately issued. The first fixed on a
graduated scale the tax on all salaries paid by the Government:
all salaries of 100 zlotys a month were exempted; on salaries of
101-150 zlotys a month 7 per cent; 150-200, 9; 200-250, 10;
250-500, ii; 500-1000, 14; 1000-2000, 17; above 2000, 25.
The second decree reduced the rents of small flats by 15 per cent
and of larger by 10 per cent, with compensation to the landlords.
The third decree abolished the room tax on small apartments,
and cancelled room tax arrears in their case. The fourth decree
dealt with the indebtedness of municipalities, and the fifth with
modifications of agreements between banks and agrarian debtors.
The first decree affected everyone receiving pay from the State—
from the President downwards—above 100 zlotys monthly, the
total number being about 800,000; it included not only State
functionaries, but also members of the judicature, officers of the
army and of the police, the teachers in State schools of all kinds,
the principal men on the railways, aad so on. The trouble was
that the official classes had had their salaries cut by previous
Governments, and this new decree pressed very heavily on them.
Demands were made for a proportionate drop in the cost of living,
DISSOLUTION OF GOVKtNMENT BLOCK
On the principle that party politics had been eliminated in Poland
by the New Constitution and its corollary, the Parliament elected
in September, the existence of the Government Mock became
an anachronism, and on October 30 Slawek, at a meeting
summoned for the purpose, announced the dissdtottoii ®£ the
Block. He declared that its mission was successfully aeojiBfiisfefict,
and there was no longer any need for it. Slawek, iwiewbg A©
sevaa years of its history, said it had started and carried «a ite
activities to develop a form of government a-cxsordiiig to tte
ideas of Pflsudsfci, which had now been realized. It had not been

